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and of whose time we have the first inscriptions,
still extant on rocks in different parts of India. These
inscriptions are not in Sanskrit, but in a language
which stands to Sanskrit in the same relation as
Italian to Latin. The days therefore, when Sanskrit
was the spoken language of the people, were over in
the third century B.C.

Buddhism, again, the religion of Asoka, stands in.
the same relation to the ancient Brahmanism of the
Veda as Italian to Latin, or as Protestantism to
Roman Catholicism. Buddhism, in fact, is only in-
telligible as a development of, and a reaction against,
Brahmanism. As against those, therefore, who con-
sider the whole of Indian literature a modern forgery,
or against ourselves, when unwilling to trust our
own. eyes, we have at least these two facts, on which
we can rely: that, in the third century B.C., the
ancient Sanskrit language had dwindled down to
a mere volgafe or Prakrit, and that the ancient reli-
gion of the Veda had developed into Buddhism, and
had been superseded by its own offspring, the state
religion in the kingdom of Asoka, the grandson of
JTandragupta.

The Veda proclaimed as revealed.

One of the principal points on which Buddhism
differed from Brahmanism, was the sacred and re-
vealed character ascribed to the Veda. This is a
point of so much historical importance in the growth
of the early theology of India, that we must examine
it more carefully. The Buddhists, though on many
points merely Brahmanists in disguise, denied the